ANGLAIS

TRADUCTION DE FRANCAIS EN ANGLAIS

Pendant des dizaines de siécles, il y a eu une forte pression sur les couples afin qu’ils
restent ensemble pour élever les enfants qu’ils avaient faits. Il convenait que chacun des
membres du couple tourne le dos a ses aspirations afin de rester unis pour élever les enfants.
Mais aujourd’hui, comme le théatral « Je me suis sacrifié(e) pour vous » semble démodé,
beaucoup de parents se sont reportés sur une version plus tendance, « J’ai renoncé a mes plus
chers désirs pour toi. Pour que tu sois heureux. Epanoui. Pour que tu aies une bonne éducation.
Pour que tu puisses faire des études plus tard ». Le refrain change, I’hypocrisie est la méme.
Ceux qui n’ont pas d’enfants s’étonnent parfois de tant de sacrifices consentis pour des
rejetons qui n’ont rien demandé, et se voient répondre : « Tu ne peux pas comprendre, tu n’as
pas d’enfants. »

Corinne Maier, No Kid, éditions Michalon, 2007
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TRADUCTION D’ANGLAIS EN FRANCAIS

“Well, Mr Herriot,” she frowned and gazed at me solemn-faced, “I told you many years ago ... that
Tricki is descended from a long line of Chinese emperors.”

“Yes, yes, of course.”

“Well, I think I can explain the whole problem if [ start at the beginning.” (...)

“When the restaurant first opened”, she went on, “there was a surprising amount of resentment among
some of the local people. They criticized the food and the very nice little Chinese man and his wife,
and put it about that there was no place for such a restaurant in Darrowby and that it should not be
patronized. Now it so happened that when Tricki and [ were out on our little walks, he overheard these
remarks in the street, and he was furious.”

“Really?”

“Yes, quite affronted. I can tell when he feels like this. He stalks about with an insulted expression and
it is so difficult to placate him.”

“Dear me, I'm sorry.”

“And, after all, one can fully understand how he felt when he heard his own people being denigrated.”
“Quite, quite, absolutely — only natural.”

“However ... the clever darling suggested the cure himself.”

“He did?”

“Yes, he told me that we ourselves should start to frequent the restaurant and sample their food.”

Note: Tricki is the name of a dog.

James Herriot, Favorite Dog Stories, St Martin’s Press, New York, 1995.
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Expression écrite 2éme langue

Lire soigneusement le texte ci-dessous:

During Mitt Romney's four years as governor of Massachusetts, his religious beliefs never
once became an issue. For anyone who had been concerned that a Mormon elected to high
office would somehow misuse his position for theological reasons, Romney's gubernatorial
record offered strong evidence that there was nothing to worry about.

But prejudice about- other people's religions doesn't yield easily to empirical proof, and
Romney's campaign for president has had to contend from the outset with a handicap faced by
no other candidate: More than 25 percent of Americans say they would not vote for a
Mormon.

"I'm amazed by how many people I know who won't vote for Mitt Romney because of his
Mormonism," e-mails a friend of mine, a conservative Southern Christian. "My wife, for
instance. She says, 'Anybody willing to believe things as crazy as the things Mormons
believe, I can't trust his judgment.' I pointed out to her that we believe that a man was raised
from the dead, that he comes to us every week under the guise of bread and wine, and that we
eat him up. 'That's different,’ she said."

It remains to be seen whether Romney's much-anticipated speech in Texas on Thursday on
religion and politics can allay the qualms of voters like my friend's wife. Clearly Romney will
not follow the example of John F. Kennedy, who dealt with the "Catholic issue" in 1960 by
saying in essence that if elected president, he would leave his religious views outside the Oval
Office. Romney is too devoted to his faith to minimize it in that way.

But the former governor might want to quote JFK's warning about the risk of imposing an
unofficial religious test on office-seekers. "While this year it may be a Catholic against whom
the finger of suspicion is pointed," Kennedy said, "in other years it has been, and may
someday be again, a Jew - or a Quaker - or a Unitarian - or a Baptist... Today I may be the
victim - but tomorrow it may be you."

It was on Sunday that the Romney campaign announced the forthcoming speech, saying the
candidate would discuss how his "own faith would inform his presidency if he were elected."

On the same day in Britain, as it happened, the BBC broadcast an interview with former
Prime Minister Tony Blair, who said that his Christian faith had been "hugely important" to
him during his 10 years in power - but that he had felt constrained to keep it a secret for fear
of being thought a crackpot.

"It's difficult to talk about religious faith in our political system," Blair said. "If you are in the
American political system... you can talk about religious faith and people say, 'Yes, that's fair
enough,’ and it is something they respond to quite naturally. You talk about it in our system
and, frankly, people do think you're a nutter."



Apparently that was more than Blair was willing to risk. The fear of being thought ridiculous
was why his press secretary had snapped, "We don't do God," when an American reporter
asked the prime minister about his religious views in 2003. It was why Blair's advisers
vehemently protested when he wanted to end a televised speech on the eve of the Iraq war
with the words "God bless you." American presidents routinely invoke God's blessing on the
nation, but Blair's spinmasters warned him against annoying "people who don't want
chaplains pushing stuff down their throats." [...]

By American standards, it is inconceivable that a British prime minister should feel unable to
acknowledge taking Christianity seriously without causing himself political damage. More
than an ocean separates the United States from its mother country. Here, where any
establishment of religion is barred by the Constitution, religious faiths flourish, and every
presidential candidate is a self-identified believer. Across the pond, where a form of
Christianity has been the established religion for centuries, the church has become a hollow
shell, and a politician cannot "do God" without being scorned for his irrationality.

Mitt Romney knows that his speech isn't going to win over every voter who is uneasy at the
prospect of a Mormon in the White House. Some anti-Mormon prejudice is too entrenched to
be dislodged by reason. But the very fact that Romney can give such a speech and have it
draw such close and respectful attention is an indication of America's exceptional nature.

By Jeff JACOBY
The Boston Globe
December 5, 2007

Répondre en ANGLALIS aux questions suivantes :
(environ 200 mots pour chaque réponse) :

1- What paradoxes does the author point out concerning the link between religion and
politics in the US and the UK? Answer the question in your own words.

2- According to you, why is there such a special connection between religion and politics
in the US?



